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COURSE DESCRIPTION
TANTARGYI TEMATIKA
2023/2024 tanév 2. félév;

THE NATURAL-LAW ORIGINS OF AMERICAN
CONSTITUTIONALISM

Jogasz osztatlan szak,

nappali

Course title (Tantargy neve):
The  Natural-Law  Origins  of
Constitutionalism

Neptune code of course (Tantargy Neptun-kodja):
American | AJJOTALT96N-1

Institute offering the course (Targyfelel6s intézet):
Institute of Legal History and Jurisprudence,
Department of Legal History

Jogtorténeti és Jogelméleti Intézet, Jogtorténeti
Tanszék

Course type (Tantargyelem): optional
szabadon valasztott

Course coordinator (Targyfelel6s): Dr. Petrasovszky Anna

Teaching staff involved (K6zremiik6d6 oktato(k):

Recommended semester (Javasolt félév): Spring/
Autumn Tavaszi/Oszi félév

Precondition (Elofeltétel):

Number of lesson/week (Oraszam/hét): 1

hour/week (hetil 6ra)

Acknowledgement of course completetion
(Szamonkérés modja): signing, seminar report

alairas, beszamolo

Credit value (Kreditpont): 2 Training format
(Munkarend): full-time

nappali/evelezd

(part-time/full-time

Aim and content of course (Tantargy feladata és célja):

The aim of the subject titled The Natural-Law Origins of American Constitutionalism is to provide an
overview to the students on the 19th-century natural law conceptions, with particular attention to the views
on the state. It seeks to answer the question of how the 18™-19™ century natural law conceptions based on
social contract shaped the foundation of the United States government system. How did they influence the
formulation of the United States Constitution?

(A The Natural-law Origins of American Constitutionalizm cimii szabadon valasztott tantargy célja, hogy
atfogo képet nyujtson a hallgatok szamara a 18-19. szazadra kialakult természetjogi koncepciokrol, kiilonos
tekintettel az allamrol vallott nézetekre. A tarsadalmi szerzédésen alapulo természetjogi koncepciok hogyan
képzeték az Egyesiilt Allamok dllamberendezkedésének alapjat. Miként hatottak az Egyesiilt Allamok
alkotmdnydnak megfogalmazdsdra.)

Competences to be developed (Fejlesztendé kompetenciak):
konwledge (tudds): T1, T3, T4, T5, T7,T12,

abiliti (képesség): K1,K2,K4, K5, K9, K16, K22, K28,

attitude (artitiid): A2, A3, A4, A5, A9, A10, All, Al12, Al18, A19,
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autonomy and responsibility (autonémia és felelésség): F1, F3,F4,F5, F7

Thematic description of course content (Tantargy tematikus leirasa):

Lecture:
1.

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

The Philosophical and Historical Foundati-
ons of the American Political System -
Basic Ideas of the natural rights philosophy
and theories of goverment; John Locke and
the "Social Contract”; Government pro-
tection of the Basic Rights of the People;
From the Ancient Ideas of Classical Repub-
licanism to the Developing of Modern Ideas
of Individual Rights;

The British Origins of American Constitu-
tionalism; Magna Charta Libertatum,
Habeas Corpus, Petition of Rights, Bill of
Rights,

The Colonial Governments, Declaration of
Independence,

Creating Process of the Constitution, Ar-
ticles of Confederaltion, The Philadelphia
Convention, The Virginia Plan;

The Basic Organization of Congress; The
Legislative, Executive and Judicial Branc-
hes;

The Anti-Federalists and Federalists' Po-
sition in the Debate about Ratification.;
The Rise of Political Parties,

The Judicial Review;

Dividing Power between the Federal and
State Governments;

The Constitutional Issues Leding to the Ci-
vil War;

Amandments to the Constitution Protecting
the Rights of African Americans; Civil
Rights Movements;

The Expanding of Right to Vote,

Importance of Procedural Due Process;

Seminar:
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Copulsory literature (Kotelez6 irodalom):
1. Material presented at the lecture (Az eléaddson elhangzott anyag)
2. Petrasovszky Anna: Szibenliszt Mihadly természetjoga, kiilonos tekintettel az allamra, PhD értekezés
3. Natural Law and Civil Sovereignty, Moral Right and State Authority in Early Modern Political Thought,
Edited by lan Hunter ad David Saunders, Springer, 2002.
Recommended literature (Ajanlott irodalom):
1. Frivaldszky Janos: Természetjog — eszmetorténet, Szent Istvan Tdrsulat, Budapest, 2001. 201-299. o
2. Natural Law and Civil Sovereignty, Moral Right and State Authority in Early Modern Political Thought,
Edited by lan Hunter ad David Saunders, Springer, 2002.




